Happy Holidays!
From the RMC Research & Education Foundation
December 2016

Dear RMC Research & Education Foundation Donor/Supporter:
In 2016, the Research & Education Foundation marked an important milestone – our 25th Anniversary as an organization. 2016 is also the year in which we launched our biggest, most ambitious, and
final fundraising campaign as we seek to match on a 3:1 basis the generous $3 million pledged by the
Troesh Family Foundation. The combined $12 million would fully fund the Foundation’s endowment
as a lasting industry resource. As we come to the close of this landmark year, we want to take this opportunity to say thank you, once again, for your generous support and faith in us. We truly appreciate
your investment in our organization, and its mission to improve quality, sustainability and professionalism in the ready mixed concrete industry.
As a sister organization to NRMCA, and important asset to the industry, the RMC Research & Education Foundation has always sought to support the concrete industry’s goals while staying true to our
obligation as a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization to fund programs that benefit the citizens of the United
States. In 2016, Foundation programs played a major role in supporting NRMCA’s Build with Strength
campaign and local paving initiative, as well as the continuing Prescriptive-to-Performance (P2P) effort
to move toward performance-based specifications for innovation, sustainability and cost benefits. The
work at the MIT Concrete Sustainability Hub particularly served to provide credibility and important
research toward these efforts. See more on pages 5 and 6 and at http://cshub.mit.edu.
The Concrete Industry Management (CIM) program continues to flourish and as our industry continues to expand, this pipeline of well-educated and experienced individuals is more important than ever.
Read more about one of these outstanding students on page 3. Also on page 4 read how the Concrete
Preservation Institute (CPI) is partnering with the U.S. Army and National Park Service to maintain our
nation’s historical landmarks at Pearl Harbor and Alcatraz while also training veterans in concrete restoration to add to our industry’s workforce talent pool. In 2016, the Foundation released new driver recruitment and onboarding video and audio resources and continued to expand NRMCA’s Online Safety
Series, which allows drivers and plant personnel to train easily and quickly during downtimes and then
automatically generate proof of training.
All of this exciting progress would not be possible without you, our donors. Thank you for your generous support and we wish you a wonderful holiday season!
Sincerely,
Julie Garbini
Executive Director

Jennifer LeFevre
Senior Director

It’s not too late to sign up for AmazonSmile and support the RMC Research & Education Foundation. By designating the Foundation as your
charity of choice, you can support the Foundation this holiday season and
all year long when you shop at Amazon. Please visit http://
smile.amazon.com/ch/52-1680963 to sign up for free today!
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German Fuentes is Making the Most of His CIM Experience
It has almost become cliché to say that many Concrete Industry Management
(CIM) majors didn’t start out in that major. This is also true for German Fuentes.
When he started at California State University-Chico, he initially thought he’d go
into nursing but soon decided it wasn’t for him. While investigating other majors, he
did his research and was blown away by what was available to him through the CIM
program in terms of the job opportunities, scholarships, coursework, and internships.
“I was surprised and sold at that point and I am glad to say thank you to the other
majors for not ‘promoting’ their program to me because now I have another family
within the program,” said German. He further noted that, “There is a huge difference
between the concrete major and all the other majors offered at Chico State. The opportunity to travel to different states for conferences to learn and keep up-to-date with
what is happening in the industry alone catches the attention of all of the other stuGerman Fuentes
dents. It’s a whole different ballgame learning from the book and learning by experience.” German also credits the program with expanding students’ knowledge base through industry certifications that “help build our resumes and gives us the opportunity to exercise them in the internships we are
offered throughout our college careers, rather than only having a degree when you graduate.”
Though the program lured him in, it was German’s first internship at Holliday Rock that really hooked
him into the concrete industry. Recalls German, “I worked in the quality control lab, testing and designing
mixes, dispatching, taking customer orders, outside sales, and most importantly, learning how batch plants
operate. I spent time in many different departments with a focus on learning how processes work to provide
Holliday Rock’s customers a high level of customer service.” The positive experience German had at
Holliday Rock was mutual. Says company CEO John Holliday, “German is a great guy with a strong work
ethic. We hope he joins us when he graduates.” German is indeed leaning toward a career in ready mixed
concrete, rather than a related field, though he continues to look forward to exploring more aspects of the
industry as a whole.
One could say that once German found and dedicated himself to the CIM program, he truly was “all in.”
German is extensively involved in various student organizations, volunteer programs, community outreach,
and recruiting high school students, local community college student and even other Chico State students to
the CIM program. He notes, “My participation in CIM has changed my life. Before I joined this program, I
was not involved in community service, my major or worked as much as I do now. I am more involved
with the school and the community than I thought I would ever be.”
With the ever-increasing cost of college weighing on the minds of students and parents alike, never has the
pursuit of scholarships and financial aid been so important. This was true for German as well. He is the first
-ever recipient of the Arthur Maher CIM Scholarship*. He appreciates that and the other scholarships he’s
earned not just for their financial assistance, but also for the sense of achievement that receiving them has
brought to him. “The scholarships are an achievement to me. They help me realize that I am doing great
things in school and push more toward my success,” he says. Dr. Feraidon Ataie, CIM program coordinator at CSU-Chico and German’s advisor, agrees that German is highly worthy of the scholarships he’s received, especially since he recommended German for the Arthur Maher CIM Scholarship, writing in April
of this year, “German has strongly contributed to the CIM Program, to the Chico State, as well as to the
community. Without being a motivated student with strong leadership skills, he could not accomplish what
he has already as a junior at Chico State.”
It is evident that German Fuentes has maximized his opportunities as part of the CIM program at Chico
State and is an excellent role model and ambassador for the program. There is no doubt that he will not
only be successful in whatever concrete path life takes him, but that he will also help light the way for future
CIM students as well. For more information about the CIM program, please visit
www.concretedegree.com.
*The Arthur Maher scholarship, established in memory of NRMCA COO Nicole Maher’s father, is one of many available to CIM Majors through
national and local support. Nearly $500,000 in scholarships are awarded annually to students enrolled in the CIM program.
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Concrete Preservation Institute Expands Work to Pearl Harbor
In 2014, Dr. Tanya Wattenburg Komas established the Concrete Preservation Institute (CPI). She started CPI to expand upon the concrete preservation work taking place at Alcatraz Island that began with a student team from the California
State University-Chico Concrete Industry Management (CIM) Program back in
2010. With the success of that project, Dr. Komas recognized the potential in continuing concrete preservation work and the opportunity to introduce veterans and
other students to “training and education in historic preservation, stewardship, repair, and research of concrete cultural resources.” CPI established a field school
where active-duty military, veterans, reservists, guardists (as well as other students, military spouses, and
dependents depending on space availability) may apply to participate in a 12-week program. According
to CPI literature, participants in the field school “have the opportunity to utilize and enhance their leadership, teamwork, goal-oriented achievement, problem solving, and project management skills while they
learn hands-on about concrete, construction and historic preservation and gain industry certifications.”
The great relationship CPI established with the United States National Park Service (NPS) as part of
the Alcatraz preservation work has led to yet another opportunity. This year, CPI has expanded its preservation work to include the mooring quays at Pearl Harbor. As 2016 is the 75th Anniversary of the Pearl
Harbor bombing, it is more important than ever that the location be preserved. CPI will now conduct 12week field school sessions at Pearl Harbor with active-duty military participants helping to preserve the
mooring quays, which proved integral to post-attack salvage of sunken battleships following the December 7, 1942, attack. The CPI program taking place at Pearl Harbor is special. According to CPI, it “is the
first overseas Career Skills Program (CSP) to be approved by the US military. CSP’s are a Department of
Defense initiative to help transitioning service members prepare for civilian jobs. Military service members from any service branch may apply and participate in a CSP during their last 180 days of service.
They remain on active duty for the duration of the program.”
CPI is a great resource for connecting veterans and other program participants to both the concrete industry directly as well as to the CIM program while CIM students continue to have an opportunity to
contribute to the Alcatraz work. This positive experience for all involved will soon provide additional
benefits as CPI expects to expand the field school to additional military bases and historical landmarks
around the country.
The RMC Research & Education Foundation is a proud donor to CPI. For more information or to apply to participate in a field school session, please visit www.cpi-foundation.org.

CIM Auction to Again Feature Mack Truck with McNeilus Mixer
The annual live and silent auction to benefit the Concrete Industry Management (CIM) Program is set for Wednesday,
January 28, 2017 at the World of Concrete Show at the Las Vegas Convention Center in Las Vegas. The Silent Auction will
take place in Room N263 of the North Hall between 11:00 a.m.
- 12:30 p.m. The Live Auction will follow from 1:00 p.m. - 2:00
p.m. in Room N262. As usual, the auctions will include a variety of concrete industry equipment, materials, software, vacation packages, sporting tickets and
other popular items. Once again, Mack Truck and McNeilus Company are donating the auction’s
signature donation: a truck and mixer. Are you not attending World of Concrete? No problem!
You may again participate in the auctions online. For more information and to see a full list of auction items, please visit http://www.concretedegree.com/auction/.

Happy Holidays!

Page 5

On November 16, Build with Strength, a coalition of the National Ready Mixed Concrete Association, was joined
by Dr. Jeremy Gregory, Executive Director of the Concrete Sustainability Hub at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, for an informative discussion designed specifically for reporters, bloggers and industry professionals on
recent MIT research quantifying the costs and benefits of hazard mitigation in construction. A video of the presentation can be found here. A press release on the program may be found here.
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MIT CSHub Marks Headway in PVI/LCCA Research &
Modeling Implementation - This year marked significant progress in translating the MIT Concrete Sustainability Hub
(CSHub) pavement-vehicle interaction (PVI) and life cycle cost
analysis (LCCA) work into implementation. Several state Departments of Transportation, including California (CalTrans), are considering incorporating PVI models into their pavement design software while others are taking a
closer look at LCCA through case studies, which have influenced projects in Maryland, North Carolina, Florida, Nevada and California. These breakthroughs in implementation are helping us reach the ultimate goal of having states integrate these
practices in their pavement design, material type selection, and asset management
practices. Meetings with additional federal and local agencies will continue in 2017.
New LEED Guide, Driver Recruitment/
Onboarding Resources Highlight New 2016
Releases - This past Spring, the Foundation
released the new LEED v4 Material Ingredient
Credit Guide that assists companies on how
they may gain LEED points through a new
Material Ingredient disclosure credit. This summer, the Foundation released the highlyanticipated Driver Recruitment and Onboarding Resources that include a nineminute “A Day in the Life of a Driver” video, a two-minute “A Day in the Life of a
Driver” video, a 60-second radio spot, a 30-second radio spot, and a 30-second
“promo” clip. These, and most of the rest of the Foundation’s vast library of resources, are available at www.rmc-foundation.org.
Exhibiting at World of Concrete? Want to Make Foundation Resources Available from your Booth? - The RMC Research & Education Foundation is proud to
offer USB keys containing most of the Foundation’s deliverables to donor companies who plan to exhibit at the upcoming World of Concrete Show in Las Vegas
next month. Donor exhibitors wishing to take advantage of this opportunity should
contact Jennifer LeFevre no later than Friday, December 16th. USB ke ys and
“Proud Contributor” placards will be distributed during Show set up on Monday,
January 16th. For more information or to sign up, please contact Jennifer at 240485-1151 or at jlefevre@rmc-foundation.org.
Several Releases Slated for 2017 - There are several projects either slated for release
or are expected to have significant deliverables made available in 2017, including:
LED Lighting Reflectiveness of Concrete Pavement
Factually Analyzing Integrated Layers of Safety Against Fire’s Effects (FAIL-SAFE)

Online Design Software for Cement-Based Pavement Solutions
Improving Specifications to Resist Frost Damage in Modern Concrete Mixtures
Guide to Formed Concrete Surfaces
Evaluation of Deicer Impacts on Pervious Concrete & Development of a Deicer
Testing Method for Pervious Concrete

